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1. Each one of the Ten Commandments included many sub-
details. For example, according to Rabbeinu Yonah, the
prohibition against murder includes insulting a person up to
the point that the natural red complexion of his face turns
white. These additional sub-categories were added only at
Sinai and were not included in the original commandments
given to all mankind before Sinai. The nations of the world

refused to accept these added details.
2. The main goal of the Commandments was to change the

persona of the Jew entirely. The Midrash writes that when the
Jewish people were informed of the negative commandments
such as, “Thou shall not murder,” they responded with the
word “yes.” Why was this word chosen as their response?

This must mean that the Jewish people absorbed the
commandment in such a total manner that they turned it into a
positive feeling of love for each Jew. The result of this love was that
they could not even conceive of the possibility of killing another Jew.
In essence, the goal of each and every commandment was to reach
the point that they would have no impulse to transgress it at all. We
all feel this with regard to Shabbos. We don’t make a logical decision
every Shabbos to keep Shabbos; it simply doesn’t enter our minds not
to keep Shabbos. The necessity of entirely transforming one’s
essential character was what caused the nations to reject the Torah.

3. The Torah does not want a partial acceptance of its laws.
Many people are willing, from time to time, to give charity or
to go once a week to pray. The Torah, however, demands
total and constant 24/7 dedication to God and His Mitzvos. -~
From childhood until the end of life, 24 hours a day. This totel: AT
acceptance was too much for the nations to handle, ~ ~ %




